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A true and perfet Narrative of the great and 
fgnal Succeſs of a Part of His Majeſties 

leet under hu Highneſs Prince Rupert, 
and hu Grace the Duke of Albemarle, ng 


| ing One hundred and Sixty Dutch Ships with- 
in the Vie: As alſo the Town of Branda- 

| ris upos the Iſland of Schelling, by ſome com- 
 manded Men under the Condutt of Sir Ro- 
py bert Holmes, the 8 and 9 of this Inſtant 
"wn Auguſt. 


Ba N the 29 of July, His Majcſties Fleet 
W under his Highneſs Prince R#pert, and 
@ his Grace the Duke of Albemarle , 
} weighed Anchor from within fight of 
SE Zealand, and ſteer'd their Courſe for 
WB DIED thc Vie; but the winds being contra- 
ry, they did not make the Ifland til] the 7 of Auguſt, 
in which time ſeveral rich ſhips happened to get in, 

| which otherwiſe had fallen into their hands. Bein 
c come to an Anchor, the Generals were informed, That 
the Iſlands of Ylie and Schelling were very ill guarded, 
notwithſtanding there were Store+houſes both for the 
States, and the Eaft-India Fleet, and Riches to a good 
A 2 value ; 
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(4) 
value, and what did weigh moſt, a conſiderable num- 
ber of good Merchants ſhips uſually riding there ; up- 
on which it was reſolved by the Generals, That there 
ſhould be a ſpeedy Attempr made. A Councel of 
Flag-Officers was called, and it was determined there, 
that it ſhould be carried on in the manner following , 
©#%. That 300 Men ſhould be drawn out of each Squa- 


dron, conſiſting of two parts Landmen, and the third 
Seamen ; theſe to be Commanded by Nine Captains, 
vis, Sir Robert Holmes, Rete-Admitral of the Red, to 
Command in chicf. Sir Philip Howard ts Command 
120 Voluntiers. Captain John Bellefis, Captain\Ha- 
man, Captain Wiltſhire, Caſta Haddocke,Captain Guy, 
Captain Silver, Captain Healing, Captain Butier, Gapt. 
John Holmes , each to Cominand ax Company: . Sic 
Wilkam Jennings was alfo Ofdered,”Fhat incaſe* they 
had attaqued both Iſlands at one time, he ſhould have 
Commanded one Diviſion of the whole. The: ſhips 
appointed for this Expedition, were the Adwice, Hamps 
hire, Tyger, Dragon, and Aſſurance, Foiith-Rates. * The 
Garland, Pembrooke, Sweepſtakes, Fifth-Rates. Eve Fire- 
ſhips, and ſeven Ketches; Which being in a readineſs , 
on Wedneſday the 8 inſtant, about Eight in the morning 
weighed trom the reſt of the Fleet, and came to An- 
. Chor about a League from the Buoyes, where they met 
the Princes Pleaſure-Boat, called the F yen, who had 
diſcovered within a conſiderable Fleet of. ſhips near rhe 
Vlie ; which proved to be 170 Merchant men, the 
leaſt of which was not leſs than 200. Tus burthen , 
With two men of War, who had lately Convoyed 
near 100 of the aforeſatd ſhips from. the Northward, 
homeward. bound; ſome from the 'Streights, fome 
from Ginny, ſome from Raſpa, ſome from the Eaft 
Countries z the reſt were outward bound, ſhips all tke- 
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wiſe richly Laden. 
Sl Sir 


UMI 


(59) 


Sir Robert Holmes conlidering, That it he ſhould | 


' proceed, as his Deſign was, hirit co atrempt the Land, 


that numerous Fleer might poſsibly pour ia ſuch num- 
bers of Mzn,as might render the Succeſs hazardous, re- 
ſolved to. begin with the ſhips;and accordingly,having 
ordered the Advice and Hampſhire to lie wichour the 
Buoyes, he weighed with the reſt of his Fleer, and the 
wind being contrary, he turried with much ad», into 
Schellmg. Road , where the Tyger came to an Anchor ; 
and.immediately Sir Robert went on aboard the F4yfan, 
and'purt out his Flag ; upon which the Officers came on 
board him, where it was ordered, That the Pemb-ooke, 
which drew the leaſt water , with the” five Fireſhips, 


ſhould fall inamongſt the Enemies Eleec wich what 


ſpeed they. could: Capt. Browne wich his Firethip chole 
very bravely to lye the biggelt man of War on board, 
and burnt him down-right. Another Fireſhip running 


up at the ſame time tothe other man of War, he back. 
ing his Sails,cſcaped the preſent execution of the Fire- 


ſhip; bur ſo, as to run himſelf by ic on ground, where 
he was preſently taken by ſome of che Long boars, ind 
fired. The other three Fireſhips clapped che thice grexc 
Merchant-men on board , which carried Flags in .h:1ic 
Main Tops, and burned them, This pur all che Fleer 
in a great Confuſton, which Sir Robert H mes percet- 
ving, made ſign for all the Officers to come 01 board 
again, and preſently gave order that Sir Wu }en- - 
nings, With all the Boats that could be ſpared, ſhould 
take the advantage, and fall inand burn, and dettioy 
all chey could; but with a ſtrict Command they ſhoutd 
not Plunder. The Execution was fo followed , each 
Captain effefting his ſhare, ſome 1 2, lome1g apiece, 
that of the whole Fleet there eſciped nor above $8 or 9- 
ſhips, one of which a Guinny Man of 24 Guns, and 


three {mall Privateers, who being driven up into a nar- 
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row corner of the Stream, ferved to prote&t four or five 


Merchant-men 'that were a head: of them; where it. 
was not poſlible for our Boats to come ar themithough 
even thele few were much damaged. This work took 
up moſt part of thar day, being the g of Auguſt, fo 
rhat we had nor day cnough to falt upon the Hand of 


the Plie, Sir Robert Holmes being allo informed'by 


ſome Priſoners, that the place was not fo confiderable 


as it had been repreſented , and Night coming on,and-' 


perceiving rwo of our Fregats, viz. the Dragon and 
Garlamd aground, it was thought moſt convenient for 
all hands firſt to go to work to ger them off; Which be- 
ing done, he continued in his intention of atrempting 


the Ylie the next morning, as ſoon as the high Water 


would permit the motion of his Veſſels, but his de- 


fign was then likewiſe prevented, for fo great a Guft 


and Rain hapned that night, that the Arms and Am- 
munition in the Boats, Hoys, and Ketches, having 
received much damage, he choughr ir beſt ro weigh, 
and as the wind ſtood, to attempt ſomething upon 
the Hand of Schelling, which the Morning proving 
moderate weather, he accordingly proſecuted, land- 
ing by the help of his Long Boats, Eleven Compa- 
nies on ſhore, where he diſcovered only ſome' few 
ſcattering fellows, but mer with little or no oppoſt- 
tion. Leaving therefore one Company to ſecure his 
Boars, himſelf wich Ten Companies marched np 
three miles to the Capital Town called Brandaris, a 
very fair Town or Dorp of above i000 Honſes, where 
keeping five Companies upon the skirts of the Town 
to prevent any ſurpriſe of the Enemy, he ſenGthe 0- 
ther five to fire and burn the Town; but finding them 
(as his vigilance was to ſecure a ſafe retreat)ſomewhat 
Now-to execute that order, and fearing they might be 
texipred to forgecthemſc'ves ia the pillage, he himſelf 
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was forced to ſet fire to ſome Houſes on the windward, 
the ſooner to perfetthe Work, and haſten his Men a- 
way ; which burnt with that violence, thatin half an 
hours time, the moſt part of the Town was in aflame. 
The Town was reported by thoſe that were found in 
it, to have been very rich,and ſo ir appeared by ſome of 
che Soldiers Pockets ; but very few people were to be 
ſeen in it, having had time to run away from the dan- 
ger, except ſome old Men and Women, who were uſed 
with all geutleneſs and humanity, ) 
The remaining Villages of that Iſland, which are 
rwo or three, had certainly run the ſame fortune, bur 
conſidering it was near high Water,Sir Robert thought 
it.not fitto loſe that opportunity of getting off to Sea, 
which he thought more conſiderable then to ſtay 24 
hours for the deſtruction of them, remembring likewiſe 
that the channels berween the Bueys were very narrow, 
and not bold withouta frank wind. By high Water he 
ot off all his men,and ſer ſail out of that place, retain- 
ing ſtill his firſt intentions of falling upon the Ulie;bur 
as he was going on board, he received Orders from the 
Generals to return to the Fleet with all ſpeed, which 


accordingly he did that Evening, being the Tenth ge 


Auguſt, leaving behind him the marks of a ſinguj,, 
condu&t and moft vigorousexecution, and bring;, 
off, beſides a conſiderable Booty to the private $,j- 
diers and Seamen, the States Pleaſure-Boar of T\,.1,. 
Guns, without other loſsthen of fix men killed _, 
about as many wounded. » 
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